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unconditional release of Armando Betancourt
Reina and every political prisoner in totali-
tarian Cuba.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. JAMES
“JIMMY”” AYCOCK

HON. WALTER B. JONES

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 9, 2006

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to recognize Mr. James “Jimmy”
Aycock, a native of Fremont, North Carolina,
for his dedicated service to his community.

A man of strong faith, Jimmy has been
blessed by God with outstanding musical tal-
ent. For years, he has shared his talent with
others in his community and helped young
people develop their own musical talents.

Jimmy began his expansive musical career
at the age of 14 and has been a presence on
the Carolina scene for more than 50 years as
an accomplished pianist, composer, and musi-
cal arranger.

In May of this year, the town board of Fre-
mont, North Carolina honored Jimmy with a
resolution of appreciation for his 40 years of
dedicated service to the community. The reso-
lution expressed gratitude for Jimmy’s unself-
ish contributions of his time and energy.

As a teacher in the North Carolina public
school system for more than three decades,
Jimmy has made tireless contributions to the
musical education of the state’s young people.
Appointed by Governors Jim Martin and Jim
Hunt to serve on the North Carolina Arts
Council, he has also volunteered his time and
talent by playing at cancer benefits and per-
forming for the Governor of North Carolina.

In an upcoming documentary intended for
national broadcast, Jimmy will be the first art-
ist honored in a program by November Enter-
tainment entitled “Carolina Icons.” The pro-
gram aims to exemplify the best of North
Carolina’s artistic culture. The documentary
will feature interviews with Jimmy and those
who know him, as well as video of his work in
the classroom and in concert.

For Jimmy’s long-time service to his com-
munity and generous contributions of his time
and musical talent, recognition and praise are
long overdue.

Jimmy Aycock is a man who has given so
much of himself to God and to his fellow man,
and | consider it an honor and a privilege to
call him a friend.

————

HONORING THE SILVER CRESCENT
FOUNDATION AND WINNERS OF
THE 2006 SILVER CRESCENT
AWARD

HON. BOB INGLIS

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 9, 2006

Mr. INGLIS of South Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to recognize the Silver Crescent
Foundation and the winners of the 2006 Silver
Crescent Award.

The prestigious Silver Crescent Award for
Manufacturing Excellence is a salute to manu-
facturers in the State of South Carolina. This
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award is intended to promote wealth, innova-
tion, and job creation in the State, and to rec-
ognize companies in South Carolina who
excel in manufacturing.

| am pleased to announce the winners of
this year’s Silver Crescent Award for Manufac-
turing Excellence. The three award winners
are Jarden Plastic Solutions, Westminster's
U.S. Engine Valve, and Bridgestone Fire-
stone’s Graniteville plant. Jarden Plastic Solu-
tions is located in my district in Greer, and
they are an industry innovator specializing in
high-volume precision injection molding. The
company designs, engineers, and manufac-
tures everything from recreational equipment
to advanced healthcare tools. Bridgestone
Firestone is one of the world’s top tire pro-
ducing plants. They are no strangers to suc-
cess. In 2003, Bridgestone Firestone’s
Graniteville plant was also named one of the
top 10 plants in North America by Industry
Week. Finally, Westminster's U.S. Engine
Valve is a first class provider of automotive
engine components. This is the second time
they have received the Silver Crescent Award.
These three manufacturers know the keys to
success, and | am proud that they call South
Carolina home.

To build the next generation of manufactur-
ers and engineers, the Silver Crescent Foun-
dation organizes Camp Success. The goal of
Camp Success is to get middle school and
high school kids excited about engineering,
math, and science. The camp uses state of
the art technology to give kids the firm founda-
tion they will need to become highly skilled
professionals. By investing time, effort, and
money in our kids, Camp Success ensures
that South Carolina and our Nation will have
the tools necessary to compete in tomorrow’s
global economy.

| am extremely proud of the Silver Crescent
Foundation’s efforts in the State of South
Carolina. Under the leadership of President
Tony Smith along with excellent award spon-
sors like the South Carolina Research Author-
ity and the Advanced Technology Institute, the
Silver Crescent Foundation is leading the way
toward a bright future for South Carolina’s
manufacturers and a new generation of engi-
neers and manufacturers.

Mr. Speaker, please join me as | commend
this year's winners, the Silver Crescent Foun-
dation, and everyone involved in the success
of South Carolina manufacturing.

———————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 9, 2006

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, | was
inadvertently detained and missed the rolicall
vote No. 237. Had | been present | would
have voted “no.”
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IN COMMEMORATION OF THE OF-
FICIAL NAMING OF THE JOHN H.
BRADLEY DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS OUTPATIENT
CLINIC

HON. MARK GREEN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 9, 2006

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, it is
my honor to submit this statement in com-
memoration of the official renaming of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Outpatient Clinic
in Appleton after an extraordinary man, John
H. Bradley.

For many vyears, the Appleton Veterans
Clinic has helped administer life-saving med-
ical services to Wisconsin’s retired servicemen
and women. Now it will bear the name of a
man who administered life-saving medical
care to his comrades on the battlefield—Phar-
macist Mate Second Class John “Jack” Brad-
ley. Not only was Jack one of the six men who
participated in raising the American flag at lwo
Jima, he also received our country’s second
highest award for heroism during combat, the
Navy Cross, for his extraordinary efforts in aid-
ing a wounded Marine under intense enemy
fire. Jack suffered severe shrapnel wounds a
few days after his heroic act, and returned
home to Antigo, Wisconsin with his wife Betty
after his recovery. He avoided any recognition
of his participation in the flag raising, and
never told his family he had been awarded the
Navy Cross.

I'd also like to take this opportunity to thank
Betty Bradley and the entire Bradley family for
their support throughout the naming process.
It is an honor to take part in the dedication of
the John H. Bradley Department of Veterans
Affairs Outpatient Clinic; a fitting tribute to
such an extraordinary man. On behalf of Wis-
consin’s 8th district and the United States
Congress, we thank Jack Bradley, and hope
the veteran’s clinic in his name stands as a
lasting tribute to his dedicated service and
cherished memory.

COMMUNICATIONS OPPORTUNITY,
PROMOTION, AND ENHANCEMENT
ACT OF 2006

SPEECH OF

HON. JANE HARMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 8, 2006

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 5252) to promote
the deployment of broadband networks and
Services:

Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Chairman, the House
passed the Communications Opportunity, Pro-
motion, and Enhancement (COPE) Act. |
voted with 105 of my Democratic colleagues in
favor of the COPE Act, which will spur much-
needed competition in the market for pay-tele-
vision and high-speed internet services. While
communities have expressed concern about
the local impact of this bill—and | pledge to
work with cities in my district to address those
concerns—I| believe the act is a crucial step
toward providing more affordable broadband
services to more consumers.
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The COPE Act not only encourages innova-
tion and the wider deployment of broadband
networks, it will help drive down the price that
consumers pay for broadband services. It re-
quires that service providers pay 5 percent of
local revenues to local governments—more
than many cities currently receive—and that
providers pay an additional 1 percent to sup-
port public, governmental, and educational
programming. It also contains provisions to
ensure that service providers do not discrimi-
nate against low-income consumers. These
are important improvements over existing law.

The COPE Act is far from perfect. It inap-
propriately allows the Federal Communications
Commission to resolve local “rights-of-way”
disputes. These are concerns best handled by
local governments. When a broken water main
interrupts local TV service, it doesn’t make
much sense for customers to call an 800 num-
ber at the FCC. Still, two amendments added
to the bill go a long way toward restoring local
control. The first institutes a 90-day period
during which local authorities and service pro-
viders must meet to resolve right-of-way and
fee disputes. Only after the 90-day period can
either party bring the dispute to the FCC. This
amendment empowers local authorities by
forcing providers to work with local officials to
resolve most right-of-way and fee disputes.
The second gives cities the authority to re-
solve consumer complaints about cable serv-
ice, including complaints that a cable provider
has failed to provide consumers with fair and
open access to the Internet. This amendment
would give local officials the legal authority to
protect consumers and prevent unfair and dis-
criminatory business practices, which could
lead to fines for providers up to $750,000 a
day.

Equally troubling is the lack of strong “net
neutrality” language, which would ensure that
everyday web surfers have access to the
same Internet used by big media companies.
Both sides of this dispute want a vibrant Inter-
net that allows fast and fair access to all
users. The question is how to get there. Oppo-
nents of “net neutrality” believe that market
forces alone will do the job. | am not so san-
guine. | voted for an amendment that would
have prohibited service providers from selec-
tively blocking or slowing access to certain
Internet content, or from charging certain
users extra to send information over the Inter-
net. Though it is not absolutely clear this lan-
guage is needed now, my vote sends the
message that the Internet must remain fair
and open to all. | believe we will have more
opportunities to address this issue during the
conference on the COPE Act.

I will work to ensure that the telecommuni-
cations legislation Congress sends to the
President strikes the right balance and is re-
flective of the needs of consumers and our
communities. This bill makes important
progress, but we can make it even better.

HONORING COLONEL RUSSELL D.
GOLD

HON. RON LEWIS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 9, 2006

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay public tribute to Colonel Russell
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D. Gold, an exemplary soldier and citizen from
my congressional district. Colonel Gold re-
cently announced his retirement as Chief of
Staff at the U.S. Army Armor Center, Fort
Knox, Kentucky.

A native of West Palm Beach, Florida, Colo-
nel Gold was first commissioned through
ROTC as a Distinguished Military Student
from The Citadel, beginning his military career
as a Tank Platoon Leader, then Executive Of-
ficer with the 82d Airborne Division at Fort
Bragg, North Carolina. After completion of the
Armor Officer Advance Course, he com-
manded Company B, 2d Battalion, 72d Armor,
2d Infantry Division, at Camp Casey, Korea.
Upon completion of command, he served as a
Small Group Instructor in the Armor Officer
Advance Course, then, Executive Officer of
the U.S. Army Armor School at Fort Knox,
Kentucky.

From 1993 through 1995, Colonel Gold was
assigned to the First Armored Division in Ger-
many, where he served as the Battalion S-3
and Battalion Executive Officer with the 2d
Battalion, 67th Armor, then as the Brigade S—
3 for the First Brigade, 1st Armor Division.
From 1995-1997, Colonel Gold was assigned
to the Joint Chiefs of Staff in Washington, DC,
where he served in the J-8 as Chief, War-
Game Exercise Branch. Colonel Gold then
commanded the 1st Battalion, 67th Armor, 4th
Infantry Division, at Fort Hood, Texas. Fol-
lowing battalion command, Colonel Gold
served as the Ill Corps Secretary of the Gen-
eral Staff, then after graduating from the Army
War College, became the Director of Combat
Developments at Fort Knox.

Colonel Gold commanded the 3d Brigade
Combat Team (Irag), 1st Armored Division, of
Fort Riley, Kansas, from June 2002 to June
2004 before being assigned as Chief of Staff
of the Armor Center on July 30, 2004.

Colonel Gold’s awards and decorations in-
clude the Legion of Merit award, Bronze Star
Medal, Defense Meritorious Service Medal,
Meritorious Service Medal, Army Commenda-
tion Medal, Army Achievement Medal, Joint
Meritorious Unit Award, Valorous Unit Award,
Iragi Campaign Medal, Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Medal, Korean Defense Serv-
ice Medal, Army Superior Unit Award, National
Defense Service Medal, Combat Action
Badge, Master Parachutist Badge, and the
Joint Chiefs of Staff Identification Badge. Colo-
nel Gold will also be awarded the Distin-
guished Service Medal during his retirement
ceremony.

It is my great privilege to recognize Colonel
Gold today, before the entire U.S. House of
Representatives, for his lifelong example of
leadership and service. His unique achieve-
ments and dedication to the men and women
of the U.S. Army make him an outstanding
American worthy of our collective honor and
respect.

—————

TRIBUTE TO WANDA GARNER
CASH

HON. GENE GREEN
OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, June 9, 2006
Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,

| rise today to honor a great friend and a great
journalist. After more than thirty years working
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in journalism, Wanda Garner Cash, will be
leaving her post as Publisher and Editor of the
Baytown Sun this June as she becomes a
senior lecturer and fellow at the University of
Texas School of Journalism. She will be serv-
ing as the first fellow to the S. Griffin Singer
Professorship, a fellowship created to honor a
former University of Texas professor.

Since receiving her bachelor's degree in
journalism in 1971 from the University of
Texas, she has served in a variety of capac-
ities for a variety of organizations. Mrs. Cash
worked as the assistant managing editor of
The Galveston County Daily News, editor of
the Kerrville Daily News, executive editor of
the Brazosport Facts, and most recently as
publisher and editor of the Baytown Sun.

Her success in the realm of journalism
spans further than prestigious job titles. In ad-
dition to being an accomplished print jour-
nalist, Mrs. Cash has served as a member of
the Legislative Advisory Committee where she
has been a staunch advocate of open govern-
ment and has testified before the Texas Legis-
lature on numerous occasions. She has also
been a mentor for young journalists and is
recognized for always taking time to help
young journalists develop their own talents.
This quality will serve her students well as she
enters the college arena this June.

The city of Baytown will miss Mrs. Cash and
her dedication to the Baytown community. She
has served as the vice-chair and chair of the
Baytown West Chambers County Economic
Development Foundation, chaired a variety of
fundraising events such as the annual Bay-
town Area United Way fund-raising campaign.

Her dedication to the community and her
commitment to journalistic integrity will be
missed in the city of Baytown, but | wish her
well as she begins her tenure at the University
of Texas. A loss for the City of Baytown is a
gain for the students, the University of Texas
and the journalism profession.

——————

IN SUPPORT OF A CONFLICT RE-
SPONSE FUND AND A COM-
PREHENSIVE USG APPROACH TO
ADDRESSING THE THREAT OF
FAILED STATES

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 9, 2006

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, in my opinion, the
most significant threat to our national security
in the 21st Century is from failed countries.
Nearly 2 billion people live in countries that
are in danger of collapse. According to the
2002 U.S. National Security Strategy, the
United States is now threatened less by con-
quering states than we are by failing ones.

Stop and think about our recent defense
and foreign policy obligations—Somalia, Haiti,
Bosnia, and Kosovo—and our current engage-
ment in Irag, Afghanistan, and Sudan. These
are all failed states and their instability imperils
U.S. national security.

The U.S. defense and foreign policy appa-
ratus formally acknowledged the threat of
failed states when the National Security Coun-
cil directed the State Department to establish
a Coordinator for Stabilization and Recon-
struction to incorporate “lessons learned” from
previous stabilization operations so that future
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